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ABSTRACT

This paper investigated the characteristics of the current urban sprawl in light of the
directions of the Al Madinah overall strategic comprehensive plan in terms of population densities,
urban spaces, variances in land use/cover change (LCLU), and transportation network systems.
The research problem has been the emergence of many negative phenomena in the new urban
schemes, which are characterized by their poor coherence and harmony within the urban fabric
and their lack of alignment with the overall vision of the Madinah city strategic urban plan.
Therefore, the paper aims to devise the most significant problems with the characteristics of current
urban sprawl within the framework of comprehensive strategic plan of the city of Madinah. This
paper adopted the descriptive survey, spatial, historical, and quantitative (statistical) analysis to
achieve the study ' s objectives. A range of data collection tools have been used, including the
distribution of questionaries sample consisting of (35) specialized experts in urban planning. The
paper reached a series of findings that confirm that the characteristics of the current urbanization
deviate from the directions of the strategic plan and that many problems arise with the
characteristics of the current urbanization. Finally, the study recommended coordinating the efforts
of MDA and the Madinah Municipality to re-evaluate the current structural plans according to the
approved sustainable development standards, the city’s integrated goals, the comprehensive
strategic plan, and the sustainable urban development standards.

Keywords: Urban Sprawl, Strategic Comprehensive Master Plan, Sustainability, Madinah, Urban
Planning.



